CHICAGD

HIGH DRAMA

CHICAGDO ODZES LUXURY ON EVERY

LEVEL, FINDS ELLA BUCHAN —




don't need anapporthe toot af a

horn to know my ride has arrived. 1

can tell by the quickening of the air,
the whoosh of wind and the rhythmic
"‘thwop-thwop' of the rovor blades.

Afer a windswept photo, [climb
aboard a scarlet chopper tor a jaunt
through the skies with Chicago Helicoprer
Experience. While the Windy City's steely
skyline is impressive from any angle,
there are few better vantage points than
t.500 feet above ground,

Ovher cities may have taller build s b
Chicage, binthplace of the skyscraper, still
stands spires and shoulders above the rest,

The helicopter zigzags past the twin
anteninae of the Willis Tower, home
tovertiginous glass-viewing platform
SkyDeck. The city's tallest building, it
spars likea gleaming king on a board of
intricate chess pieces. Styles range from art
deco (333 North Michigan) and modernist
{the John Hancock Building, or 'Big John"}
to the Spanish colomial revival of the
wrigley Building, its Seville-inspired clock
rower telling time by the teal-colourad
Chicago River. From the air, doll-sized
walkers, joggers, cyclists and rollerbladers
dot the wide paths aronnd Lake Michigan,
while others laze on beaches and grass,

Chicago knows it's gorgeous, All thar
architecture, water and lush green spaces

e'Urbs in Horra',

has earned it the nicknan
or city in a garden,
And it hasn't let itself go, Maggie

Pa l&!j‘ Park opetied it 2015, replacing an

underground parking lot with tennis
courts, an outdoor climbing wall and
picnic spots next to Millenninm Park's 25
acres. Spanning the rwo parks is Frank
Gehry's BP Pedestrian Bridge, a sinuous
squiggle of brushed stainless steel,

Then there's the art. The Art Institute's
permanent collection — world-famous

paintings include Grant Wood 's American

casso's The Old Guirarist and Fdward

Ginthic
Hopper's Nighthamwks —is as dizzying as
those buildings, which glint through the
glass as | weave between floars.

LUXE APPEAL
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Bespoke Fxperiences, which works wirh
rravel agents to failor exclusive tours,
recently added Chicage toits porttolio.

Chicago’s architecture,
water and lush green
spaces have earned it the
nickname ‘Urbs in Horto',
or cily in a garden

MNew hotels include the chic Kimpron

)

Cray, named for the original Ceorgia Cr
marble in the labby. Then there's the city's
first Conrad, a classically elegant choice
for business travellers, This autumn sees

the Vicerey open in the gliczy Gold Coast

neighbourheod, while the new
Chicago caters w moneyed millennials.

I'here are endless opportunities to
splurge. Clients can take a champagne
helicopter tour, shop for Louis Vuitton
luggage on Michigan Avenue's
*Magnificent Mile', or linger aver nine
impeccable conrses ar thres-Michelin
starrecd Grace restaurant,

All this could easily gotoacity 's head,
Yer the city oozes down-ra-earth, Midwest
charm and generosicy of spirit,

From my first strides around The Loop

CHICAGD

(central business district), face tiled
upwards to gawp at the towoers, 1 felt the
entire city wrapping me in a welcoming
blanket.

Chicagoans love their city so much,
they want to tell vou everything. Take
the Chicago Creeters, locals who show
visitors around for free, like a welcome
gift. The scheme has been curated by
Choose Chicago, the destination's official
marketing organisation.

My guide, retired businessman David
Dresden, rakes me to Wicker Park, one
of Chicaga's oldest neighbourhoods and
currently the hippest. We pass former
fumiture factories that are now record
srores, pho restaurants and vinrage
empariums, hefore ascending 1o The Gos,
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FAR LEFT: Chicago haschfront
CENTRE: Helioopler s
ABOVE: Salon and soa ot the Kimpton Gray Hotel

railtoad, The paths are bordered by
fraprant prasses and wildflowers, and
dotted with sculptures. "Ah, Chicagoisa
rhis David,

greatcity,” sig

WEIRD AND WONDERFUL

Few are as enthusiastic about their

neighbourhood as Margaret Hicks,

who lounded Elevared Tours, And few

neighhourhoods are as sirange as hers,
The comedian has a passion for

the Pedway, a subterranean network

of unnels linking some of The Loop's

famous buildings, She guides me pasra

gallery of stained glass undemearh Macy's

rowards the ".-1.5|.ri.=,t_;|1 Bureau, where

phorographer Ed waits patiently ro hawk
his wedding porrraiture
Margaret is planning tolauncha —
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Iuxury tour with spa treatments, cockiails
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and dinner, all without stepping outside

‘Not everyone gets it,” she admits, "But

just lowe i, It's so weird.” lli pasta with short fib and merels, o : The treats keep coming at Buddy Cuy's n 3 G
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guides are volunteer statf members who
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parade of beauries.
Afterwards, I devour oozy burrata
(cheese| with a plass of rose at Chicagoe City

Winery an the Riverwalk

31T A5 New

York's Dead Rabbit, regularly rated the

waorld’s best bar, Dishes include ricotta

zer, rare, juicy and almaost

COEEselur

r‘r;rgﬂ The notes hil

ZIMMerman s second restaurant, His nrst,

SRS 55 ice. (roosebumps
Sepia, already has a star, With sharing

plates like tampura elotes (smoked corn
friveers)and crisp-fried fish collars wit

WL LB

with rum, We apt Tor the chel"s choice,
and the table groans under platters of crab

legs, oysters and wood-Hred flet mignon,

catch him.” drawls the doorman.

with gravelly, melodic riffs about whiskey
and wimmin',

Ihere s more music the tollowing
[

avering at Frank Cehry's Jay Pritzhe

BOOK IT

Food has always been a big deal in garlic chilli sauce, I predict another. Pavilion., wher ty hoststree summer ; i I '
Chicago, though it has moved beyvond Eden, in edgy West Lake, ¢ crowds concerts. The Grant Park Orchestra fills 3 e I
deap-dish pizza and hot dogs splodge: keen to taste (and Instagram) its umarmi the stage, bows and vocal chords poised _ , ; ;
wirh muarard, dovghnurs with roasted mushroom miso hen the syrmphony soars from under the : - - ) e
Now tha city rwinkles with 35 Michelin and racletre, honeycombed roof, brimmed wirh sreel : pissthbnighis ﬁ,l :
stirs. One-starred GreenRiver is tucked Sepia lighting and scantily-clad staff riblons, The notes hit my skin like shards = Du : . bkl
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out to views that swaosh towards Lake restaurant, In lieu of an amuse-bouche, E
Michigan. The encyclopedic cockeail menuo the waiter pours a citrussy aperitit, stll 5
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